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KHOSI PHEKO
Maseru

asotho ex-mine workers are express:

ing their frustration over delays and

complications in receiving compen-
sation from the Tshiamiso Trust. The Trust,
based in the Republic of South Africa, was
established to disburse funds to minework:
ers who contracted silicosis and tuberculo-
sis (TB) while working in South Africa’s gold
mining sector. However, the Trust is facing
heavy criticism for its poor communication
methods, which many claimants believe are
obstructing the payment proeess.

Sinee the compensation process began in
2019, thousands of Basotho claimants have
accused Tshiamiso of either delaying or fail-
ing to fulfil its obligations. With the process
set (o end in 20941, workers are worried that
time is fleeting and that they might not re-
ceive the compensations they are entitled to.

The Trust was created following a
classaction settlement agreement between
claimant attorneys and several mining com-
panies, including African Rainbow Minerals,
Anglo American South Africa, AngloGold
Ashanti, Harmony Gold, Sibanye Stillwater,
and Gold Fields.

To qualify for compensation, minework-
ers must meet speeifie eriteria. Current and
former mineworkers across Southern Africa
with permanent impairment due to silico-
sis or work-related 1B, or their dependents
il the workers are deceased, can apply. A
mineworker must have performed risk work
at one of the qualifying gold mines between
Mareh 12, 1965, and December 10, 2019.

Compensation amounts vary based on
the severity of the disease. For silicosis, the
payments are as follows: Class One pays up
to M78732, Class Two up to Mi68712, and
(Class Three up to M281,187. A special award
for claimants in Silicosis Class Three with
additional medical conditions pays up to
M562.375. Dependent silicosis in Category A
pays up to Mn2,475, while Category B pays up
10 M78.759.

For 1B, compensation is categorized
into three degrees: First Degree pays up to
M56,237, Second Degree up to Mn2,475, and
Historical Tuberculosis  Claimants  (those
with TB but without a medical report) can
receive up (o Mi1,947.

During a recent parliamentary sitting
of the Social Cluster Portfolio Committee,
Tshiamiso Trust CEO Munyadziwa Kwinda
reported that 138000 workers have lodged
claims, with 52000 of them being Basotho,

Ex-miners protest delays in
compensation payments

e Tshiamiso Trust Under Fire for Communication Failures

representing 98 pereent of the overall elaim-
ants. Of the roughly 18000 claimants who
have been compensated, 7918 are Basotho,
accounting for 43 percent of all settlements
regionally.

“I'he amount of money paid to Basotho
(o date is M700 million. When we look at the
total amount paid to all claimants in the re-
aion, which is around M1.6 billion, 43 percent
of that was paid to Basotho,” Kwinda stated.

Kwinda also highlighted a major chal-
lenge in disbursing funds that many death
certificates across the Southern African De
velopment Community (SADC) region do not
specify TB or silicosis as the cause of death,
which is a requirement for the Trust. Addi-
tionally, many claimants become unreach-
able due to outdated contact information,
significantly delaying the process.

“To address these issues, we are extend-
ing our services. For example, in Lesotho, we
have eight lodgement sites. We had opened
another center in Thaba-Tseka to make our

Munyadziwa Kwinda

services more accessible, but had to close it
due to low uptake. We are also operating mo-
bile units for medical examinations and are
now looking at having fixed service provid
ers, Kwinda said.

Tshiamiso’s Chief Operating Officer, Tina
da Cruz, explained that the Trust’'s mobiliza-
tion strategies are based on Section 11 of the
deed. Initially, they used a track-and-trace
strategy but have since moved to a pull strat-
coy, encouraging claimants to contact them
directly.

“We communicate regularly and have
spent over M30 million on communication
across the region, informing people about
the Trust and the lodgement process. In
2021, we conducted a six-week communica-
tion campaign. We also conducted outreach
activities in Lesotho, covering eight districts,”
Da Cruz explained.

Booi Mohapi, representing Justice For
Miners (JFM), criticized Tshiamiso for over-
looking communication barriers, including

language differences and accessibility is-
sues. Although Sesotho is common in both
Lesotho and South Africa, it is written dif*
ferently, creating challenges when updates
are sent via mobile messages. Mohapi also
noted that many claimants do not have
smartphones, making it difficult to access
information online.

Basotho Action  Party (BNP) leader
Machesetsa Mofofmobe echoed these con-
cerns, emphasizing that Lesotho’s moun-
tainous terrain makes it difficult to reach
some areas, impacting both physical acces-
sibility and telecommunication. He suggest-
ed utilizing local government struetures and
community leaders to improve communica-
tion and support for claimants.

“Notall radio stations can reach the entire
country. Even if you have a cell phone, calling
South Africa is expensive. We need to find
cost-effective ways to search for and identi-
fy claimants through local government and
community networks,” Mofofmobe advised.
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Shen O LMPS warns against bribe exchange

he Lesotho Mounted Police Servie
es (LMPS) has strongly exhorted
the public to refrain from any acts
of bribery with the police officers in ex:
change of snubbing criminal offences.
The LMPS warned that, serious measures

would follow to anyone found guilty of

such.

While presenting the Police Weekly re-
ports at the Police headquarters on Tues
day, LMPS deputy spokesperson, Inspector
Mareabetsoe Mokoka warned against this
in light of recent reports where four men
namely; Natai Mphofe (48), of Ha- Bua
sono, Berea, Seutloali Thabo (37) of Mount
Moorosi, Quthing , Teboho Mahlomola (32)
of Matsieng in Maseru and Mosiuoa Phen-
ethi (37) of Ha Jimisi Mazenod , Maseru
and Thakeli Tselisehsang (37) Nketsi Ma-
bote ( 98) of Maputsoe in Leribe district
and Liteboho Mohasoa (32) of Qeme Ha

Mohasoa, in Maseru. These men were ac
cused of road offences and offered bribes
inreturn .

“The court granted them a bail of M500
ach and an assurity of M5000. They failed
(o pay at the time and only Nketsi Mabote

between police, civilians

POLICE

Mareabetsoe Mofoka

who managed (o pay while others were
taken to prison. We will recall that one
senior deputy Commissioner visited sev

eral radio stations to raise awareness of

thisissue of bribe. It is a serious crime and
it has to stop. All those who are known
to be participating in these acts shall not
suceeed from no onwards™ she said.

In other reports, a 55 -vear-old man
named Retselisitsoe Nkholise of Quthing

appeared before the district’s magistrate
court on July 11, accused of sexually as-
saulting a 12-year-old girl. The court found
the suspeet guilty and was sentenced 10
years in prison without a fine.

[n Qacha’s Nek, a 60 vyear-old man
named Taunyane Sejono appeared before
the district’s magistrate court on July 15
accused ol possessing an illegal firearm
alled .38 special and three bullets. Mofo-

ka added that he was apprehended in a
search and seize operation for illicit guns
on July 13 in the area.

“The court found him guilty and was
sentenced o one year in prison or to pay a
fine of M2000 .He did manage tom pay the
fine and was acquitted,” she said.

Furthermore , she disclosed that a
gi-year-old woman of Berea is facing
charges ol sexually assaulting a 15-year-
old boy .Reports indicate that on July 7,
the vietim and the woman were commis-
sioned at the suspect’s house (o get some
item but upon to their arrival, the woman
then demanded sexual intercourse (o the
ladl.

The young boy defiantly refused and
while the matter continued for some time,
to her worry, the suspect’s mother went (o
the house to check what could be the hold
up. There she discovered that the woman
is demanding sex from her son.

“Investigations are still in progress and
the suspect will soon appear to the courts
of law once everything is finalised.” Mofo
Kka said

TS’EPISO SERABELE
Maseru

n a landmark event for Lesotho, the

Ministry of Health celebrated the grad-

uation of 49 members from the Ad
vanced Volunteer IHealth Corps (AVoll()
Surge Response Team.

The ceremony, held in Leribe last Sun-
day, marked the culmination of an inten
sive (raining program aimed at enhanc-
ing the nation's emergency preparedness
and response capabilities.

[n a world increasingly driven by tech
nology, the disparity in internet access is
a growing concern. For many in remote
areas of Lesotho, connectivity is not just
a convenience but a lifeline. Liteboho Let
latsa shares a harrowing tale of how her
erandmother’s skepticism about charg-
ing their phones stems from a tragic
event where two young girls were mur
dered while walking long distances (o
charge theirs.

[n an interview with the Weekly Ob-
server, Letlatsa painted a vivid picture
of life with limited access to technology.
“Imagine having to wait until dawn just
to get a signal for an important call” she
said. “It’'s not only frustrating; it's also a
matter of life and death in some cases.”

The elderly suffer significantly from
poor connectivity. Letlatsa’s grandmoth-
er has to stand in specific spots in their
house to make and receive calls, turning
emergencies into desperate situations.
For residents of rural areas like Joala-Bo-
holo, unreliable internet is not just a frus
tration but a hazard. As digital commu-
nication becomes ever more integral 1o
modern life, addressing this issue grows
increasingly urgent.

This digital divide starkly separates ur-
ban from rural areas in Lesotho, prompt-

Bridging the digital divide: The
struggle for internet connectivity

&

ing calls for robust efforts to bridge this
eap. Ensuring that all citizens, regardless
of their location, have access (o reliable
internet connectivity is becoming a na-
tional priority.

Government-owned essential service
providers, such as water and electrici-
ty companies, enjoy free access to land
for their infrastructure. In contrast, tele
communications companies face hefty
costs for land access (o install their in-
frastructure. Puleng Mathabo Masoabi,
Acting General Manager in the Marketing
Communications & Customer Experience
department at Econet Telecom Lesotho,
confirmed that the company has invest-
ed over M300 million (Maloti) in the past
three years for the installation of Base

A
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Transceiver Stations (BTS) and system

upgrades.
The significant financial burden on
telecom companies raises questions

about the fairness of the current arrange
ments with the government. Additionally,
vandalism and theft of copper, generators,
fuel, fiber power cables, and wooden poles
exacerbate connectivity issues.  “The
overall damage from these acts exceeds
3 million Maloti each vear, hindering our
efforts to keep Basotho and businesses
connected,” Masoabi noted.

Mateboho Makote from the Land Ad
ministration  Authority (LAA)  under-
scored the importance of land planning
and allocation for development, as stipu
lated in the Land Act of 2010. She empha

sized that private companies, including
telecommunications providers, must be
involved in this process. However, for BTS
installations, land must be claimed, and a
lease obtained.

Advocate Nteboheleng Makae high
lichted the critical link between internet
access and the protection of fundamental
human rights, as outlined in the Univer
sal Declaration of Human Rights and the
Constitution of Lesotho. She stressed that
the lack of internet access in rural areas
significantly hinders the realization of
these rights, particularly the rights to in
formation, association, and education.

Makae further explained that the une-
ven distribution of internet connectivity
creates an information gap between ur
ban and rural areas, limiting rural com-
munities” ability to stay informed and
participate in the socio-political life of
the country. This digital divide not only
impedes access (o information but also
restricts freedom of expression. Without
reliable internet, rural citizens struggle to
participate in public discourse or engage
in political activities, leaving their voices
unheard and perspectives excluded from
mainstream narratives.

Makae's insights suggest that while
Lesotho has made strides in safeguarding
fundamental human rights, the inequal-
ity in internet access presents a signifi
ant barrier to ensuring these rights are
enjoyed universally. Addressing this issue
is crucial for the inclusive development of
the nation.
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King Letsie lll Birthday pictures

HAPPY BIRTHDAY HIS MAIESTY
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Youth business seminar to
empower entreprenuers

MPOLAI MAKHETHA
Maseru

he Basotho Youth Business Semi-

nar, founded by the renowned Afro

DJ Motlatsi Makhetha, is set to pro-
vide young people with erucial business
knowledge and motivation. This inaugu-
ral event will be held on September 21,
2094, at Global Guest House.

Makhetha, widely recognized for his
expertise in-organizing entertainment
events, was inspired to create this semi-
nar by the large audiences he attracts. He
now aims to bring people together for a
business-focused initiative. The seminar
is open to individuals aged 18-40, wheth-
er they are already entrepreneurs or as-
pire (o become one.

The seminar will cover essential top-

Afrodeeiy

ics such as the importance of register
ing businesses, fiancial education,
and bookkeeping, with presentations
by experienced business profession-
als. “This seminar will be beneficial to
many young people, as it is affordable,
with tickets priced at only M50, Mak
hetha explained.

In an interview with the Weekly Ob-
server, Makhetha emphasized that this
event is just the beginning, with plans
for more seminars to follow. These
events will offer aspiring entrepreneurs
the chance to learn from successful
businesspeople. “I will measure the
suceess of this seminar by seeing that
the vouth are well equipped with busi-
ness knowledge and motivated to act
on their ideas.” he said.

Makhetha believes that young peo-
ple can achieve great success if they
pay attention to their surroundings and
learn from others. He urges the youth
to seize such opportunities. “There are
people with brilliant ideas; they should
pray for guidance and wisdom,” he con-
cluded.

KHOSI PHEKO
Maseru

Advocate Lintle Tuke, pres-

ident of the Law Society of

Lesotho (1SL), has called out
unethical practices tarnishing the
reputation of the country’s legal pro
fession. Speaking at the LSL's annual
ocneral meeting (AGM) held at Avani
Maseru, where he was re-elected un
opposed, Tuke addressed pressing
issues such as fraud, sexual harass-
ment, and unregistered practitioners
posing as lawyers.

In his speech, Tuke lamented the
“problematic and unethical behav-
iour” among some legal practitioners,
stating that such actions have severe-
ly damaged the profession’s image. He
highlighted instances of male lawyers
defrauding clients and sexually har-
assing female colleagues, leading (o a
sense of embarrassment among ethi
cal lawyers.

The LSL president outlined efforts
(o tighten regulatory measures (o re
store the profession’s integrity. He
stressed that all lawyers must register
with the LSL and produce valid prac

ticing certificates to clients as proof

of their standing. e also condemned
senior male lawyers and judicial of
ficers for engaging in sexual harass:
ment and criticized those working
unprofessionally from their homes
without proper court attire,

The AGM, attended by lawyers from
Lesotho, eSwatini, and South Afri
a, as well as officials from the Legal
Practice Council of South Africa and
the SADC Lawyers Association, also

Lesotho Law Society president
denounces unethical behavior

in legal profession

saw the presence of Minister of Justice
and Law, Richard Ramoeletsi. In his
remarks, Ramoeletsi emphasized the
importance of making legal services
accessible to all citizens and com-
mended the LSL's active participation
in recent constitutional reforms.

Ramocletsi also introduced the
new High Court Civil Litigation Rules,
2024, which aim to enhance court ef
ficiency and justice administration.
Despite some controversy, he ex-
pressed confidence that these rules
would improve the legal system with
the guidance of experienced profes-
sionals.

Other Kkey positions within the
LSI. were confirmed during the AGM,
including the uncontested re-elec-
tion of Advocate Mokhoro Makara as
vice-president and Advocate Ithabe-
leng Phamotse as secretary-general.

The AGM’s agenda also included
discussions on the challenges and
achievements in legal practice and a
review of the organization's audited
fancial statements.

Advocate Tuke's address under-
scored the urgent need for ethical re
form in Lesotho's legal profession, sig-
naling a committed effort to uphold
justice and restore public trust.
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Parliament may spend up to R14 million
forits openmg address

| INTERNATIONAL
CORRESPONDANT

arliament has indicated that it has

budgeted between RG million and

Rig million that will be used during
the opening address set to take place on
Thursday at the Cape Town City Hall.

The opening ol parliament address
takes place once every five years, alter
the provincial and national elections, to
outline the new administration’s plans
while also marking the official opening
of the new five-year term of Parliament.

Speaking during a media briefing
on Wednesday, Secretary to Parliament,
Xolile George, said they have made that
budget because in 2023 during the State
of the Nation Address, they had a budget
of R8.4 million.

“This is just a budget the actual ex-
penditure may be less or slightly more
depending on the reconciliation that we
will be doing but this is the amount we
have set aside based on the nature and
scale” he said.

However, the National Council of Prov-
inces chairperson, Refilwe Mtsweni-Tsi-
pane, said that this budget doesn’t
include a gala dinner as it has been can-
celled due financial constraints.

[n June, George said Parliament has
almost doubled its budget for the sev-
enth administration and they have set
aside Rs8 million.
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The opening of parliament will take place at the Cape Town City Hall on Thursday, July 18. Speaker Thoko Didiza
says so far, they are not aware of any MPs who plan to boycott the event

“In 2019, we budgeted R43 million
for transition, in 2024, we budgeted R58
million. The budgeting is to make tran-
sitions for candidates, for flights, accom-
modation, tools of trade, inductions, and
more, he said at the time.

Meanwhile, Speaker of the National
Assembly, Thoko Didiza said so far, they
are not aware of any members of parlia-

ment who plan to boycott the opening of

parliament.
[er statement comes after uMkhonto
weSizwe Party (MK) snubbed the first sit-

ting of the National Assembly:

MK party members were disgrun
tled with outcome of the May 29 nation-
al elections claiming the results were
rigoed and insisted on a recounting of
ballots. - 101

EFF is not vanguard of the poor, VBS is an
example - Steenhuisen

| INTERNATIONAL
CORRESPONDANT

he DA leader John Steenhuisen has

taken a swipe at the EFF leaders Ju-

lius Malema and Floyd Shivambu,
saying they spent VBS money on luxury
items instead of uplifting the lives of the
POOr.

e said this was clear that the EFF
was not in the business ol protecting and
ensuring that people were freed from
poverty.

“The money was not spent on social
000d, projects that would uplift and save
the poor, instead it was spent on luxury
items, splurges at the Durban July on

DA leader John Steenhuisen has taken a swipe at the EFF leaders Julius
Malema and Floyd Shivambu, saying they spent VBS money on luxury items
instead of uplifting the lives of the poor

ampaign, and other luxury goods.

“It shows that the EFF has no inten-
tion of being the vanguard of the poor,
this is a mask that they use (o jmlii'\' the
types of activities that they get up to, he
said.

Steenhuisen made the remarks dur-
ing a briefing in Cape Town on Wednes-
day.

VBS Saga:
corruption, fraud, and money laundering
against EFF's Malema and Shivambu

‘Our people need justice: Khumbu-
70 Nishavheni wants orange overalls for
VBS looters

National Treasury celebrates Matodzi's
conviction in VBS Mutual Bank scandal

Minister Groenewald to review parole
laws

This was to outline the party’s expec-
tations for President Cyril R(nnaphoszls
opening of parliament address.

Ramaphosa is expected to deliver his

speech on Thursday in a joint sitting of

two houses — the National Assembly and
the National Council of Provinees (\(OI’)
The opening happens once every five
vears, after the national general elections.
This address will be delivered under a
new government, the Government of Na-
tional Unity (GNU).

Steenhuisen’s remarks came after the

AfriForum to lay charges of

bank’s chair, Tshifhiwa Matodzi, alleged
that Malema and Shivambu accepted
bribes from the bank.

Matodzi pleaded guilty to 93 charges,
including corruption, theft, and money
laundering,

He said that the EFF has received
monthly donations and a so-called busi
ness loan of millions of rands from the
bank since 2017 through a front compa-
ny, Seameka Projects.

Malema and Shivambu  benefited
personally, according to Matodzi's allega
tions.

During the briefing,  Steenhusien
promised to rescue South Africa from
radical and anti-constitutional forces.

He was referring to the Economic
Freedom Fighters (EFF) and MK Party

“Where the EFF and MK seek to break
our country, the DA seeks to build it. And
where the EFF and MK seek to undo the
progress made by a free and prosperous
South Africa, the DA will fight to advance
it he said.

He continued to say that his party will,
through the GNU, demonstrate to South
Africans what the DA can do at a national
level when allowed to govern.

He further called for unity in the new
covernment arrangement. - 101,
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Understandin

Diseases (STDs)

exually Transmitted Diseases (STDs)

are infections primarily spread

through sexual contact. They pose
significant public health challenges gloh
ally, affecting millions each year. This ar-
ticle aims to provide an overview of com-
mon STDs, their symptoms, prevention
methods, and the importance of treat
ment.

Common STDs and Their Symptoms
1. Chlamydia
Symptoms: Often asymptomatic.
When present, symptoms include painful
urination, lower abdominal pain, and dis
charge from the penis or vagina.
- Impact: Can lead to infertility if un-
treated.

2. Gonorrhea
Symptoms: Burning sensation dur
ing urination, increased discharge, and in
men, painful or swollen testicles.
Impact: Can cause serious compli
ations like pelvie inflammatory disease

(PID) in women.

3. Syphilis
- Symptoms: Painless sores, followed
by a rash. If untreated, it can progress (o
severe health issues affecting the heart
and brain.
- Impact: Can be fatal if not treated.

4. Human Immunodeficiency Virus
(1)

Symptoms: Flu like symptoms ini
tially. Progresses (o AIDS if untreated, sig-
nificantly weakening the immune system.

- Impact: Lifelong condition requir-
ing ongoing (reatment.

5. Human Papillomavirus (HPV)
- Symptoms: Often asymptomatic.
Can cause genital warts and is linked (o
cervical cancer.
-~ Impact: Some strains can lead to
cancer if not monitored.

6. Herpes Simplex Virus (HSV)

ealth tal

alr

Patient care

Symptoms: Painful blisters or sores
on the genitals or mouth.

- Impact: Recurrent outbreaks, al-
though the frequency and severity can
decrease over time.

Prevention Methods

1. Use of Condoms: Consistent and cor
rect use of condoms significantly reduces
the risk of STDs.

2. Regular Screening: Regular medical
check ups and STD sereenings are erucial,
especially for sexually active individuals.

3. Vaccinations: Vaceines are available
for some STDs likke HPV and Hepatitis B.

4. Limiting Number of Sexual Partners:
Reducing the number of sexual partners

an lower the risk of contracting STDs.

5. Mutual Monogamy: Engaging in
a mutually monogamous relationship
where both partners are tested and free
of STDs.

Importance of Treatment
Early detection and treatment are vi-

with
Mosiuod
| esuhlo

g Sexually Transmitted

tal. Many STDs can be cured with antibi-
oties if caught early. For incurable STDs
like HIV, effective treatment can manage
symptoms and reduce transmission risks.

Stigma and Awareness

Stigma surrounding STDs can prevent
individuals from seeking help. Public ed-
ucation and open conversations about
sexual health are essential in combating
this stigma. Awareness campaigns and
accessible healtheare services play erit-
ical roles in reducing the prevalence of
STDs.

Conclusion

Understanding  STDs, their symp
toms, and prevention methods can lead
to healthier sexual practices and reduce
the incidence of these infections. Regular
medical check-ups, safe sex practices, and
public awareness are key components
in tackling the global STD challenge. For
more information, consult healthcare
providers and trusted health resources.
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Streaming platform offers

diverse local content

Maseru

esotho’s entertainment landscape is

undergoing a digital revolution with

the launch of novice online movie
streaming platform, offering viewers an un-
precedented selection of local films and TV
shows.

From instant hits to original productions,
this new platform is not only captivating
audiences but also showeasing the nation’s
rich storytelling traditions on a global stage.

In a recent interview with the Weekly Ob-
server, Sky Kingdom TV Information Tech
nology Manager Masilonyana Letebele pro-
vided insights into the platform’s offerings,
reception and future plans.

The platform is said (o boasts a diverse
library tailored for Basotho viewers, includ-
ing popular titles such as Lilaphalapha 4,
Makhubelu 4, Chelete Ha se Moleko, Choose
Maikhethela, Litsela tsa Khale, Brutal Truth,

Ke Reng Uena o Reng, LECSA Shows, Selalome,

o

- b
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LILAPHALAPA | MAKHUBELU | SHORTS | AYES

Moshanyana oa Sankatana, Nyamatsana,Kau
la Phoho, and Petsoa Majoeng.

“This eclectic mix of local productions
ensures a rich viewing experience for sub-
seribers,” he said.

According to Letebele, upon its launch,
the platform witnessed a surge in interest,
with up to 5000 views in the initial days and
around 1 200 registrations. However, only
about 100 of these registered users converted
(o paying subscribers and growth has since
slowed.

“Despite this, the platform’s stability and
the ability to produce and launch original TV
shows like Choose Maikhethela, Chelete Ha
se Moleko and Brutal Truth stand out as ear-
ly success stories,” the Manager noted.

New content was initially added weekly,
but recent months have seen a slowdown.
Subsceription plans are competitively priced,
starting at M50 for a monthly subscription,
with options for three months, six months
and annual subseriptions.

All plans grant access to the entire con

tent library;, although there are currently no
free trials or discounts for new subscribers.

“Other thing we can note is the fact that
the system is stable and has never disap-
pointed anyone viewers in terms of availa-
bility”

The platform recommends an internet
speed of 10 Mbps for smooth streaming but
does not enforce a minimum speed require-
ment.

“The platform supports high-resolution
streaming and offers adaptive streaming (o
manage varying internet speeds.”

The platform’s Co Founder assured that
accessibility is a key feature, with the plat
form available on web browsers across mo-
bile phones, smart TVs and computers, al-
though a dedicated mobile app is still under
development.

“While most content lacks subtitles, pro-
ducers are encouraged to include them to
appeal to international audiences”

Speaking of international reach, the

platform has no geographical restrictions,

and has audiences from locations such as
London, the United States of America and
Australia who also access the content at the
same rates as local users.

He went on to add that user experience
enhancements like parental controls and
multiple profiles are not yet available, but
users can log in from up to three devices si-
multaneously.

Customer support is said accessible via
WhatsApp and email, with queries typically
resolved within a day. This efficient support
system ensures a seamless experience for
subscribers.

In terms of exclusive content, the plat-
form has successfully produced shows pro-
moting financial responsibility and roman-
tic relationships, further cementing its role
in enriching local entertainment.

“Since the platform is still on its infancy
state, we haven't included the adult content
which will require parental controls.” Letebe

le coneluded.
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iy epina VIewsS TO0r Success

ew Linare football elub forward |, Hlo-
melang Lebina is vying for success
with hisnew side. I.ebina upholds that
winning is his top priority and he is willing
to do evervthing to his ability to achieve this.

The 2r-year-old skipper completed his
move (o the Leribe based club a fortnight ago
on a two year agreement from last season’s
Vodacom Premier League (VPL) runners up
Matlama .

Lebina departs Matlama after just one
scason since joining from the Lesotho Cor-
rectional Services  (LCS) .He joined “(se
Putsoa” after a glorious 2022/93 campaign
where he finished the season as VPLstop
goal scorer with 15 goal in his first season in
Leotho's top flight league. His achievement
attracted interest from several top clubs but
decided to join the club he supported from
childhood being Matlama.

While his one year-spell with the Maseru
based side did not go according to expecta
tions, he still managed (o net four goals and

with Linare

* As hereflects his period at Matlama

provided several assist in 28 matches. He also
leaves with two trophies which he won at his
T

Hlomelang Lebina

time with Matlama and they are; the Alliance
Winter Challenge where he also scooped the

'.'i EE '“ﬁ" Y

player of the tournament and this year's edi-
tion of the prestigious People’s Cup after his
former side triumphed 49 on penalties at
the final against the Lesotho Mounted Police
Services (LMPS).

Speaking to the Weekly Observer Sport
during the week, Lebina said he leaves Mat-
lama with a smile on his face as he is deco-
rated with two major tittes” I won (wo tro-
phies with Mtalama , so I am leaving without
regrets. | also won some individual awards
with my dream team and for that, i am hap-
py, “he said.

He said heis now seeking a new challenge
with Linanre and he is optimistic that he will
help them to achieve great things. | think it
is a good team while assessing it for the past
two seasons and so | feel like | can trophies
there as well” Lebina said.

Moerat becomes 66th test captain, set to lead
new-look Boks against Portugal

| INTERNATIONAL
CORRESPONDANT

almaan Moerat will complete his

formal leadership rise when he cap

tains a new-look Springbok team
against Portugal in Bloemfontein on Sat-
urday.

Moerat was a former SA Schools and
Junior Springhok captain, and will now
have the honour of being the 66th Bok
captain for the one-off Test against the
Tier-Two nation.

In all there are seven new caps in the
match-23, mostly among the forwards,
while the starting backline has a wealth
of experience.

Centre Lukhanyo Am is back for his
first Test since playing against Argentina
in 2023, and forms a potentially exciting
combination with André Esterhuizen.

Wing Kurt-Lee Arendse plays again af-
ter featuring against Ireland, while Maka-
zole Mapimpi is restored to the left wing
with Aphelele Fassi at fullback.

Up front, though, the side is inexperi-
eneed.

Sharks flank Phepsi Buthelezi will
make his debut alongside Ben-Jason Dix-
on, with his first start, and Evan Roos, in
the back row.

RG Snyman partners Moerat in the
second row, while Thomas du Toit an-
chors the serum at tighthead.

Bulls hooker Johan Grobbelaar is on
debut alongside Jan-Hendrik Wessels
at loosehad, and on the bench there are
potential debuts for hooker Andre-lHu

o0 Venter, lock Ruan Venter, serumhalf

Morné van den Berg and fullback Quan
Horn.

“Portugal are a quality team as we
saw with their victory against Fiji in the

Rugby World Cup (RWC), while they also
drew their clash against Georgia 1818
said coach Rassie Erasmus.

“It was important for us to seleet a
quality team with a bunch of experi-
enced players, while at the same time de
livering on our objective of growing our
squad depth by naming a few debutants”

Frasmus said he was pleased to be
able to hand the captainey to Moerat,
whose track record as a captain was ¢
testament to his abilities as a fine leader.

“Salmaan commands respect from his
tcammates, so wed like to congratulate
him on this achievement, and we have
no doubt that he'll take on this respon-
sibility as well as he has for the other
teams he has led.” Ersmus said.

“He has come through the SA Rughy
ranks and he went on (o captain the Jun
ior Springboks and SA Schools teams, as
well as the Stormers and Western Prov-
ince, which speaks volumes about his
quality as a player and a captain”

The match marks the first appear-
ance of the Test season for Rugby World
Cup winners Am, Manie Libbok (fly
half), Cobus Reinach (scrumbhalf), Trevor
Nyakane and Du Toit (props).

Fight players were members of the
match-24 that defeated Wales 41-19 in
London in the team’s opening match of
the season in June: Sacha Feinberg Mn
comezulu, Fassi, Mapimpi, Esterhuizen,
Roos, Dixon, Moerat, and Ntuthuko
Mchunu (prop).

“Most of the so-called younger players
have been exposed to Test rughy in one
way or another by either playing against
Wales or Ireland, or have been around

the squad, so they are all well aware of
the standards we expeet on the field and
the way we do things,” said Erasmus.

“All of the uncapped players, apart
from Ruan Venter, were also members of
our training squad in June, and we were
very impressed with the way they fitted
into our structures and their work ethic.
We have full faith in their abilities, and
were excited to see what they offer on
the field on Saturday.

“The squad also includes a few RWC
winners and experienced campaigners,
who will play a vital role in guiding the
voung players and keeping things calm
in the pressure situations.”

Erasmus said he expected a fierce bat-
tle against Portugal: “They proved that
they could compete successfully against
some of the top teams in the world, and
we believe they will lift their game even
more his weekend given the magnitude
of facing the Springhoks.

“This occasion will really excite them,

and they’ll certainly give everything to
make a statement for the Tier Two na
tions, so we have to deliver a top-quality
performance to get a result.

“This match is also an opportunity
for us to work on what went wrong last
week and finish the Castle Lager Incom-
ing Series on a high note, so we will treat
them and the occasion with the respect
it deserves.

“There are no casy games in Test rug-
by, and for us personally; it's important to
live up to our standards and build mo-
mentum going into the Castle Lager Rug-
by Championship.

Springhoks:

15 Aphelele Fassi, 14 Kurt-Lee Arendse,
13 Lukhanyo Am, 12 Esterhuizen, 11 Maka-
zole Mapimpi, 10 Manie Libbok, 9 Cobus
Reinach, 8 Evan Roos, 7 Ben-Jason Dix-
on, 6 Phepsi Buthelezi, 5 RG Snyman, 4
Salmaan Moerat (captain), 3 Thomas du
Toit, 2 Johan Grobbelaar, 1 Jan-Hendrik
Wessels
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FRL to celebrate Kings
birthday in style

KHOSI PHEKO
Maseru

s a way ol celebrating His Maj-

esty King I Gist birthday, the

Federation of Lesotho Rug-
by (FRL) will host a tournament this
coming Saturday on July 20.

Dubbed the King's Birthday Rughy
Sevens, this is said to be the first ever
sevens (7s) tournament dedicated to
honour the King's birthday at the Ma-
bote Beavers Rughy Ground at Ha Ma-
bote in Berea.

Although it will be held three days
alter His Majesty’s birthday celebra-
tion which was on

Wednesday July 17, the one day
tournament will feature local males
and females” teams.

The participating teams are; Ma-
bote Beavers, Maseru Warriors, Mabita
Gorillas ,

Lighomane, National University of
Lesotho (NUL) Spears and  lLeostho
Rugby Academy. All

the six participating teams are ex-
pected to compete on both categories

i
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of both men and He said the idea was initiated last  pose of the tournament was to com-  of the tournament” We are vyet to fi-
women vear but did not succeed due to lack  memorate the King's nalize with the
Speaking o the Weekly Observer of Epopsors. | special day more particularly be- sponsors on the prlz.es',\\hat .I can
Sport on Tuesday this week, spokes We want this tournament to grow — cause he was their patron. say for now is that, this is a winner
person of FI.R ) big, and for that we want to hold it He fueher told this publication that  takes all and all the
Morapeli Motaung, said threir hig ~ €Very year st‘ﬁrtmg .‘[hlS ,)the prize monies and awards will be det%uls regardmg that will be shared
acst yearn is (o host the tourney an- weekend, “he said. finalized either soon, “he said.
nually if matters permit ) Ie also added that . the sole pur- tomorrow (Thursday) or on the day
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